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From the City Managers’s Desk
East Side Neighborhood Improvements
The City has been awarded a grant from the Michigan 
State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) to 
assist qualifying homeowners that live in the City and 
East of the Muskegon River with improvements to their 
homes.  The grant will also allow the City to purchase 
new playground equipment for Linden Street Park. 

The homeowner grants 
are available in amounts 
up to $7,499 and no 
portion of the funds 
need to be paid back 
to the City or the State.  
Examples of projects that 
could be considered are 
roof and siding repairs, 
replacement windows, repairs to porches or walkways, 
landscaping, and other exterior home maintenance 
projects.  To find out more information regarding 
this exciting opportunity contact Cindy Plautz, 
Neighborhood Services Coordinator at 231-592-4036.

Hello, I am Eric Haluska the City of Big Rapids’ 
Information Technology Specialist.  I have been 
working for the City of Big Rapids for 22 years.  I’m 
originally from Powers, a small town in the Upper 
Peninsula, which is roughly 23 miles west of Escanaba.  
I came to Big Rapids to attend Ferris State University.

While attending Ferris, I began working for the 
City as part-time student help in the Public Works/
Engineering Department.  Upon Graduation from 
Ferris in 1999, I continued to work in the Public Works/
Engineering Department until July of 2000, when I 
was hired on to a full-time Engineering Aide position. 
I was in the position of Engineering Aide until 2007, 
when I transferred into the Information Technology 
Department as Information Technology Specialist, 
which is the role I still occupy.

As Information Technology Specialist I have many 
duties, some of these duties include: developing and 

Meet and Greet: Eric Haluska, 
Information Technology Specialist/
GIS/Facilities

At the City Commission
At the regular meeting on Monday, August 5, 
2019, the City Commission heard an update on 
the Planning Commission’s work on zoning for 
marihuana businesses and had an opportunity to 
see the City’s new fire truck. The Commission also 
acted on several points of business including:

• Giving the vacant lot at 1002 Catherine St. to the 
Housing Commission who have plans to build a 
new house on the lot in the next few years.

• Authorizing several contracts for Public Works.

• Authorizing an agreement to receive a new bus 
from the State for the Dial-A-Ride Transit service.



maintaining the City’s Geographic Information System 
(GIS); installing, configuring, and troubleshooting 
hardware/software/network/phone issues for City 
employees; installation of security cameras; and 
pretty much everything else technical.  A couple of the 
projects I am currently working on this summer are 
the installation of security cameras at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and the Water Treatment Plant, 
the addition of security lighting along the exterior 
perimeter of City Hall, and supplying wi-fi capability 
at Northend Riverside Park.

By the Numbers:
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 3,842 Total Passengers
• 3,842 Demand Response Passengers
• 617 Adult Riders and 844 Child Riders
• 2,381 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• On July 26th, a 23 year old male was arrested for 

the arson of property that occurred on July 15th 
in the 800 block of Maple St.

• On July 31st, an 18 year old male was arrested 
for the sexual assult of a 5 year old girl in the 100 
block of Second that occurred on July 8th.

• On August 6th, fire crews trained on truck 
placement at the new apartments at 830 Water 
Tower Rd. The ladder truck was maneuvered 
through the complex to check on placement.

• On August 7th, equipment was switched from 
old Engine 2 to the new Engine 2 which was 
then put into service.

• On August 6th, the Department of Public Safety 
hosted the 16th annual National Night Out. 

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• A Recruiter for the 2020 Census will be at the 

Library from 1-4 PM on Monday August 12 and 
on Wednesday August 21. Come to learn more 
and apply for a job!

• Story Time at the Library at 10:30 AM on 
Wednesday August 14 with Mr. Howard.

• Mary’s Book Club meets on Friday August 16 at 
12 noon for discussion of Where the Crawdads 
Sing by Delia Owens. 

• Today, August 9, is the last day to enter your 
Summer Reading tasks to be entered for the big 
prize drawings taking place at 3PM today!

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

New security lighting at City Hall along Pine St.

Staff line up before the pie was thrown.

City Staff Fundraiser
City staff held a summer “Pie in the Face” fundraiser. 
Staff voted with their dollars on which staff member 
should receive a pie in the face. The pie went to Public 
Safety Director Jim Eddinger and $120 were raised for 
the Our Brothers Keeper shelter.

 Pie in the face!


